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ESS FOR YOUR
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Introducing SHADOW,
a 12 year-old
clawed neutered
desome golden-eye male cat. This handan had to move d gentleman’s guardiinto
and is not permitted a nursing facility
to bring him with
her. She truly
loves
ry mate and would and adores her furlike to find
home for him
to go to so he a nice
can continue to receive
the
him throughout love she has given
a very gentle the years. Shadow has
demeanor. Although
was an only cat,
he
he
adjusted
well int a
temporary home
with other animals.
He especially
loves to be brushed
petted. He is in
good health and and
to-date with all
is upvaccines. He must
an indoor cat
be
because he has
no claws.
Can you give
this gentleman
the forever home that
he
contact Linda dearly misses? Please
at Llgnn@aol.
com.

DOGS
MORKIE (MALTESE/
morkie pups ready. YORKIE) - Adorable
7 weeks old
shedding. $500.
pixs available non
237-4616
DON 804-

PEK-A-POO PUPS
Adorable, smart,
small, nonshed,
shots,vet checked.
Call 434-349-332
8

| Richmond.com
DOGS

CHIHUAHUA PUPS

AT

Pauley’s Pups

for more
information
.

23832 and 23838
Contact Branderm
or Jeff Delbridge ill Center at 744-5646
at 640-2628
Contact
23112, 23113,
23114,
Contact 804-744-5 Brandermill area
656
23225 and 23236
Contact
Contact 379-3177 Grove Park
Hanover Courtho
use area
Contact Lenny
Snead
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Pets & Animals

CATS

Call 643-4414

SALES

Available Routes:

8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Classiﬁed offers

Class A & B CDL
struction. Great Drivers - for road contravel required. starting pay! Weekly
Applications are
ble at www.slurry
availapavers.com and
be faxed to 804-716-789
can
0 or submitted
in person at Slurry
Pavers, Inc. 3617
Nine Mile Road
Richmond, VA
Slurry Pavers,
23223.
Inc. is an equal
nity employer
opportuand
place. 800-449-366 a drug free work2

METRO

Office Hours:

• CAVACHONS
•
• CAVALIERS
•
• CHORKIES •
•MALTI-POOS
•
• MALTESE •
• MORKIES •
• POMS/PAPILLONS
• SHIH-TZUS • •
• SHORKIES •
• TEDDY BEARS
•
• YORKIES •
• YORKIE-POOS
•
1st shots/dewo
rmed
110% money
back health
guarantee
Cash, check or
credit cards
accepted

804-798-7877
www.pauleyspups.com
CHIHUAHUAS
Male & female. Also PAPILONS
Shots, dewormed,
health guarantee.
Priced to go.
For more info
call 804-598-357
7.
FLAG - For the
Love of Animals
in

POMERANIAN
PUPPIES - CKC
Fluffy teddy bear
regist.
face. 1st shots
de-wormed. Family
&
raised. $400.
434-676-3199

Merchandise

ANTIQUES

Buying Antique
Guns - 45s, Winchester
Colts 804-399-592
,
8; sts1020@gm
ail.com
HOOSIER CABINET
cond. $495. Amish - Light green, exc.
cond. $125. Call Cedar Chest, exc.
804-526-0366.

AUCTIONS

Dixon’s Auction House
2426 New Dorset
Circle
Powhatan,Va.804-683-0
Estate’s And Consignme133
AUCTION’S ONLINE nts
Pictures, Catalog
Open daily for & to bid
preview
www.dixonsauction.co
m

COLLECTIBLES
POMERANIAN
PUPS - CKC. Beautiful
rare colors. M/F.
Vetted. Parents
here.
Ready now. 804-338-122
8
POODLES
Toys, Mini Pups,
Adults, AKC.
804-394-261
homepages.sylvaninfo.2.
net/dupuy

MISCELLANE

NASCAR COLLECTOR
S - Die-cast cars,
board games,
jackets & toys.
danderson17@verizon.n
Email
et

FURNITURE &

YORKSHIRE TERRIMoving ER - AKC registered 2 leafs, Must Sell - Cherry din. rm.
set
custom pads,
puppies for sale.
6 chairs. Stanley
of Va. Wingback
$1200 for female
cherry end tables.chair. 2 Thomasville
$950 for male.
gooseneck sofa. Early 1900 restored
Call
Mary @ 775-3427 pc. queen bdrm.Highboy. Henkel Harris
5409
table. Hankerchef set. Pie table. Game
table. Hutch.
wares, more.
House804-690-3853.
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HOUSE ITEMS

MATTRESS
Twin $85, Full TRUCKLOAD SALE
$95,
$189. Can deliver. Queen $125, King
Richmond, 804-3400143; Colonial
Heights,
Midlothian, 804-716-537804-253-5154;
2

Chesterfield firm studying ways to help
doctors treat addiction, high cholesterol
Venebio to use two $1.5 million NIH grants to aid in developing opioid, statin advisors
BY KATIE DEMERIA

The number of fatal opioid overdoses has skyrocketed in recent
years, becoming what most public
health and law enforcement ofﬁcials
agree is an epidemic.
Chesterﬁeld County-based
Venebio Group LLC thinks it can
help with that epidemic by getting to
the root of the problem: predicting
who is most likely to die by an opioid
prescription.
The scientiﬁc consulting ﬁrm has
developed a tool — the Venebio Opioid Advisor — that allows physicians
to better understand the likelihood
that their patient may overdose on
an opioid prescription before they
write it.
That means that if patients are in
need of a powerful, painkilling opioid, the physician could ensure they
also have access to the overdose-reversing drug naloxone, for example.
Earlier this month, Venebio received a $1.5 million grant from the
National Institutes of Health to aid
in its development of the Opioid
Advisor.
“We’re very excited about this because we really think it has the potential to save signiﬁcant
signiﬁcant lives,” said
Barb Zedler, Venebio’s co-founder
and chief medical ofﬁcer.
ofﬁcer. “This
is a major public health
problem, and there’s nothing available yet to do this.”
When CEO Lenn Murrelle, Chief Scientiﬁc Ofﬁcer Andrew Joyce and Zedler
founded Venebio in 2008, it
was not their sole intention to
develop such formulas as the
Opioid Advisor, Murrelle said.
In fact, its primary business is
to solve problems for clients.
The ﬁrm
ﬁrm contracts with more
than 200 scientists and researchers worldwide to answer

scientiﬁc problems for its clients,
which include pharmaceutical companies, medical device developers
and, at times, lawyers.
While the company has only 10
full-time employees, its worldwide
network of contractors — some in
Europe, Asia and South America —
allows it to place experts on teams
that solve the client’s problem.
“We’re like a general contractor
who, when he’s building a house, has
a plumber, electrician, bricklayer —
all these people he can call on to put
together a team,” said Duff Young,
chief operating ofﬁcer. “We’re a scientiﬁc version of that.”

More and more scientiﬁc consulting ﬁrms are considering forming
rollups, Murrelle said. A rollup is a
business technique in which multiple
small companies merge together to
form a larger company.
“CEOs and other leaders of those
organizations are starting to realize
that this idea is here to stay and that
there’s sometimes strength in numbers,” Murrelle said. “Other companies are doing it, and they’re starting
to notice us; we’re starting to notice
them.”
Companies have approached
Venebio multiple times in the past
about creating a rollup, Murrelle
said, but never before now have the
❖❖❖
executives thought the timing could
be right to seriously consider the
Venebio is deciding what it wants
its future to look like — stay indepen- opportunity.
Murrelle said he is not sure if
dent or merge with other ﬁrms.
Two multimillion-dollar investors Venebio will make the move to merge
with other scientiﬁc consulting comare in discussions with Venebio to
panies. It likely could survive on its
potentially merge it with other similar businesses to create a larger ﬁrm. own as a boutique ﬁrm, but there are
some beneﬁts to being part of a larger
One is in the U.S., while the other is
in Berlin and is looking to expand its business.
Either way, the attention it is refootprint to the U.S.
ceiving proves that the on-demand
Venebio could either work with
economy that Venebio uses is catchone of those investors or start a roling on even in the scientiﬁc
lup to create its own large ﬁrm.
ﬁrm.
scientiﬁc world.
“People are having to think differently,”

Murrelle said. “The world is
changing.”
Merging would allow Venebio
to leverage costs and save money
in some ways, as well as cater to a
greater range of clients. But it’s unclear if merging would cause the
company to leave Richmond or even
retain the Venebio name.
“We don’t know until we get
there,” Young said.
❖ ❖ ❖

Revenue is growing at Venebio, but
Young declined to share the ﬁgures.
From one client in its ﬁrst full year
of business in 2009, Venebio now has
24 clients, including ﬁve of the top
25 pharmaceutical companies in the
world, and four Fortune 500 nonpharmaceutical companies, Young
said.
The size of the projects has grown
as well, he added — while for its ﬁrst
project Venebio charged the client $35,000, clients now usually pay
Venebio well over $100,000 per project, and it has even done multiple
projects that brought in $1 million.
“We’re becoming a bit of a recognizable brand in the life sciences
nationally and internationally,” Murrelle said.
❖ ❖ ❖

The company’s consulting work is a
“ﬂypaper
“ﬂypaper for intellectual property opportunities,” Young said. Venebio
so far has pursued two such intellectual property ideas — the
Venebio Opioid Advisor and
the AlgorithmRx Statin Advisor,
which it is currently in the process
of bringing to market. AlgorithmRx
is a Venebio subsidiary.
DANIEL SANGJIB MIN/TIMES-DISPATCH

ﬁrst full year of
From one client in its ﬁrst
business in 2009, Venebio Group LLC
now has 24 clients.

JAMES H. WALLACE/TIMES-DISPATCH

Venebio has 10 full-time employees, including (standing from left) Janice Sargent, Andrew Joyce, Mark Tripoli, Duff Young and Lenn Murrelle and (seated) Molly Sherwood, Barb Zedler and Farrah Hermes.

Like the Opioid Advisor, the Statin
Advisor works by using data from patients’ electronic health records to
help physicians prescribe the most
appropriate medication for a patient
to treat high LDL cholesterol, or what
is often called “bad cholesterol.”
There are seven statins — medications that reduce cholesterol — available on the market, and each comes
in various dosages.
“So there are 30 to 35 choices a
doctor has, and it’s unfortunately a
trial-and-error process for the doctor
to ﬁnd the right statin and dose for
patients,” Young said.
The Statin Advisor uses an algorithm that pulls information from
the patient’s electronic medical record — such things as their current
cholesterol level and whether they
are diabetic — to ﬁnd the statins and
dosages that have the highest chance
of reducing cholesterol.
Murrelle said he envisions the algorithm becoming useful because
it can be integrated seamlessly into

medical practices and because it
would help reduce wasteful spending
within the health care system at large
by reducing patient visits to the physicians’ ofﬁces to ﬁnd the right statin.
Just like the Opioid Advisor’s recent grant from the National Institutes of Health, the Statin Advisor
also received a $1.5 million grant
from the NIH — which is a signiﬁcant
feat, Murrelle pointed out.
Grant proposals submitted to the
NIH have a higher chance of failing
than they do of getting funding. Only
just over 18 percent of the proposals the NIH received in 2014 were
funded, according to its website.
The Opioid Advisor grew out of
Venebio’s work for locally based
Kaleo, a pharmaceutical company
JAMES H. WALLACE/TIMES-DISPATCH
that developed a naloxone injector
Venebio co-founder and CEO Lenn Murrelle (left); Duff Young, chief operating
that essentially reverses the sympofficer; and Barb Zedler, co-founder and chief medical officer, look at a report
toms of an opioid drug overdose.
generated by an algorithm created by their company.
While Young declined to share exactly what the Opioid Advisor’s algo- some factors that go into the formula be taking.
“Based on information from the
include what diseases the person
rithm formula uses to calculate the
patient’s electronic medical record,
may have and what drugs they may
patient’s risk of overdosing, he said

we’ll calculate a risk index of the likelihood of that patient encountering
an accidental overdose from a legitimately received opioid,” Young said.
“More people died from opioid
overdoses last year than died in trafﬁc accidents,” he said. “It’s a big deal,
and this is something that can save
lives.”
❖❖❖

In Venebio’s office in Chesterﬁeld,
framed images of scientiﬁc publications line the walls.
“They’re the currency of our
business,” Young said of those
publications.
Murrelle explained that publishing
the results of their scientiﬁc studies
“validates” the work Venevio does.
It’s one thing for Venebio to answer its clients’ problems with its research, he said. “It’s another thing for
our answers to be vetted by independent, largely academic scientists,” he
continued.
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“When our work gets out into the
literature, it not only validates us as
scientists and as a business, but it
validates the position of our clients.
And sometimes it’s not the news they
want to hear, but science is science.”
He said Venebio almost always reserve the right to publish the results
of its work whether or not it gives
JAMES H.WALLACE/TIMES-DISPATCH
A report created by Venebio shows the estimated risk of the client the answer they are hoping for.
serious OIRD, or opioid-induced respiratory depression.

At any given time, Venebio may
be working on 10 projects for clients.
Some projects take two weeks to ﬁnish; some take two years.
It has an ofﬁce in Chesterﬁeld,
but most of its employees work from
home. Since most of its researchers and scientists with which it contracts are located around the world,
telecommunication is essential for
Venebio’s business.
In fact, the company does not
have to exist in the Richmond area at
all, Murrelle pointed out.
“We choose to be in Richmond

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
VENEBIO GROUP, LLC:
800-344-4347 OR INFO@VENEBIO.COM

when we could be in Boston; we
could be in the Washington, D.C.,
corridor; we could be in Silicon Valley,” he said. “Most of us thought
we’d be here for a short stint.”
Young has lived in seven states
and said he is in the Richmond area
“by choice.”
Murrelle came to Richmond in
1995 to do a post-doctoral fellowship
at the Medical College of Virginia.
“And I’m still here,” he said.
kdemeria@timesdispatch.com
(804) 649-6813
Twitter: @katiedemeria

